
 

 
 
 

 
 

Primary School Pupils have just a few short weeks left to sign up for Junior 
Entrepreneur Programme 

 
5th & 6th class Primary School pupils in County Louth have just two weeks to sign up 

for a unique opportunity to take part in an award-winning programme to learn 

personal and business skills that align perfectly with the Primary School Curriculum.  

 

Now in its 5th year, the Junior Entrepreneur Programme (JEP) has worked with 

Primary Schools around the country and over 6500 pupils have completed the 

programme to date. This year as the Junior Entrepreneur Programme will be 

available in 21 counties and an invitation to participate has been extended to all 

Primary Schools in County Louth. Pupils in 5th and 6th class in participating schools 

will have the opportunity to be busy bees as they create, research and develop their 

new ideas. 

 

“The Junior Entrepreneur Programme has been, without a doubt, one of the most 

exciting adventures I have experienced in my classroom to date. The children were 

taught to truly believe that 'the world was their oyster'! It has been incredible fun for 

all involved” said Evelyn Dore, 6th class Teacher in Moyderwell, Mercy Primary 

School. 

 

The ten-week programme, which runs from January to April 2015, brings 

entrepreneurship education to primary schools and is designed to introduce an 

enterprise education programme to children at an appropriate level. Embedded in the 

educational principles of the revised primary curriculum, the programme aims to help 

participating pupils to develop a number of skills including literacy, numeracy, 

creative thinking, problem solving, presentation, writing, drawing, technology, costs, 

listening skills, incentives and work ethic. 

 

The programme also aims to provide teachers with an opportunity to put 

entrepreneurship education into practice through practical workshops and activities 

linked with the strands and strand units of the Primary Curriculum, while promoting a 

wide range of active learning approaches which enable children to become 

independent learners. The curriculum for the Junior Entrepreneur Programme has 



 

been developed in partnership with Mary Immaculate College, Limerick, 

to ensure its seamless inclusion. 

 

A unique and innovative programme, JEP was developed by the Institute of 

Technology Tralee, Mary Immaculate College, Limerick, Shannon Development and 

Tweak.com. It was designed with the collaborative vision; to sow the seeds of 

entrepreneurship in the community, and through the programme provide young 

people with the skills and abilities they will need for the future. 

 

Co-founder Jerry Kennelly referred to his experience when visiting some of the JEP 

schools, “They were like real businesses. There was more energy in some of those 

classrooms than in some of the best businesses in Ireland.” 

 

The Director of the Curriculum Development Unit at Mary Immaculate College, 

Eucharia McCarthy says “This programme provides fifth and sixth class teachers with 

a wonderfully innovative mechanism through which to teach the strands and strand 

units of the primary curriculum in a meaningful way. The JEP captures the creativity, 

energy, enthusiasm and imagination of the participating pupils as they work together 

to come up with fresh ideas, and to negotiate and plan their JEP project. In the 

current economic climate, such innovative thinking should be encouraged and 

nurtured.” 

 

For further information on the Junior Entrepreneur Programme and how to get 

involved, visit www.juniorentrepreneur.ie or contact Louth Project Manager, Heather 

McCormack at hmccormack@suretank.com or Tel: 041 686 2022 Ext 209. The 

deadline for applications is Friday 12th September! 
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